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Special Exhibition of Dogs and the Life of the Han and Jin Dynasty
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Foreword

The dog chases rabbits in a field, and guards the mansion in front of the door. Walking upon
the crisscross paths, it goes under the master's robe.

The intersection in human history and canine history can be traced back to the Neolithic about
ten thousand years ago. During antiquity, people believed that dogs were legendary creatures
that could banish evil; thereafter, dogs were domesticated and used to help with hunting in the
wild or safeguarding households; eventually, as agricultural economy developed, in particular
the rise of manorial economy, dogs took on increasingly prominent roles in the daily life of
people and became a form of amusement and a mark of qualify life.

In the Han and Jin dynasties, other than being kept for ritual, consumption and hunting
purposes, dogs were also bred for the royalties as pets or instruments in dog fighting. As a
statement in ancient text Zhan Guo Ce (Strategies of the Warring States) conveys: "there are
so many stallions and hunting dogs in the paddocks and pens outside the palace, and there
are so many beautiful concubines living in the palace." Thus, having large packs of dogs and
horses was a status symbol. The imperial palace employed dedicated caretakers for the dogs
and constructed specialized venues to host dog fighting, which were spectacles that were as
lively as any banquets or celebrations. Some rare and precious species were even bestowed
noble ranks.

The ancient Chinese considered death as important as life, and the many aspects of the dog's
presence in Han and Jin societies were recorded and passed on in the forms of intricate
figurines, murals and carved bricks (stones). Through the wide array of exquisite Han and Jin
dynasties cultural relics from the Central Plain showcased at this exhibition, visitors can see
the essences in the different types of joy that dogs brought to the people of the time.

As the Year of the Dog is just around the corner, it is with sincere wishes for happiness and
prosperity that we invite everyone to relish in the history of the lucky dog and experience a

gleeful day in the life of the folks of the Han and Jin dynasties.




Unit One
Barks Heard in the Wheat Field

Dogs (#, Gou), also called Quan (X)) in Chinese, are one of
the most important domesticated animals in ancient China. As
explained in the Dictionary of Ancient Chinese Characters and
Their Sources (Gu Xun Hui Zuan), "Gou and Quan are the same
thing but of different names." The Interpretations to Animals of
Erya reads: "The big-sized are called Quan, and the small-sized,
Gou." Dogs are the earliest domesticated animals in China,
whose history can be traced back to the mid-neolithic age. At
the outset, dogs were people's hunting tool. In the agricultural
era, their application varied in different regions. In northern
China prairie, the pasturing area had gradually evolved, where
dogs continued to work as a hunting aid. Dogs also worked
as the protector of herds, becoming "shepherd dogs". After
the agricultural economy had formed in the middle and lower
reaches of Yellow River, gathering and hunting played a smaller
role in the economy and life. For this reason, dogs changed from

the hunting tool to edible domesticated animal.
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The relationship between dogs and humans in history
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Grey Pottery Dog Lying
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Red-glazed Pottery
Standing Dog
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Green-glazed Pottery
Standing Dog
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Red-green-glazed Pottery
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